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NARRATIVE REPORT'

Townsend Cromwell, Cruise 96-01 (TC-204)

January 14-30, 1996

French Frigate Shoals and Northwestern Hawaiian
Islands (Fig. 1)

Personnel from the Southwest Fisheries Center

(SWFSC) Honolulu Laboratory (HL), National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS), NOAA conducted foraging
studies of Hawaiian Monk Seals (Monachus

schauinslandi) in the waters of French Frigate

Shoals (FFS) and the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands
(NWHI) .

Embarked scientists, equipment, and supplies at
1100 and departed Snug Harbor, Oahu.

Arrived FFS at 1600 and disembarked scientists,
equipment, and supplies.

Continued off-loading supplies at 0830. Completed
at 1100. The Townsend Cromwell commenced foraging

studies at 1200.
Finished foraging studies at 1630.
Embarked scientists and equipment at 0900.

Tracked satellite-tagged seal until 1730 then
departed FFS.

1This is a combination Cruise and Narrative Report.



30 January Arrived Snug Harbor at 0800. Disembarked
scientists and equipment.

MISSIONS AND RESULTS:

A. Retrieve satellite tags from two adult male Hawaiian monk
seals. One tag fell off during the time we were tracking
the seal. The tag was not recovered. The other tag was not
retrieved because the seal did not haul onto a beach during
daylight hours.

B. Conduct video transects using the ship at depths from 50-100
meters on the west side of the atoll. This mission was
completed. Forty-nine transects were made.

C. Retrieve current meters located between Hawaii and Maui
deployed by the University of Hawaii, Department of
Oceanography. This work was not attempted due to time
restraints.
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